
My project is built around the doctrine of the Cross, or God dies. I was inspired 

by the crucifixion as the climax of the gospel that unites the story of fallen man and his 

suffering and  redeemed man and his salvation through Jesus. All of the elements in this 

drawing center around the script “It is finished” - Christ’s dying words from the cross. 

The idea is that Christ came and fulfilled the prophesies in the Old testament as a 

bridge to the new life in the New Testament. 

      The first text I took inspiration from is the story of Christ’s death as presented in 

John 19. Matthew Henry’s Commentary says, “Especially observe the dying word 

wherewith Jesus breathed out his soul. It is finished; that is, the counsels of the Father 

concerning his sufferings were now fulfilled. It is finished; all the types and

prophecies of the Old Testament, which pointed at the sufferings of the Messiah, were 

accomplished. It is finished; the ceremonial law is abolished; the substance is now 

come, and all the shadows are done away. It is finished; an end is made of 

transgression by bringing in an everlasting righteousness. His sufferings were now 

finished, both those of his soul, and those of his body. It is finished; the work of man's 

redemption and salvation is now completed. His life was not taken from him by

force, but freely given up.”  That is why I chose those words to be the center of my 1

drawing. Christ’s death is the ending of the Old covenant and the entrance into the 

new.2

     The other scripture that I chose to highlight is the one that appears in the bottom left-

hand corner of the drawing. It is from Isaiah 53, “But he was pierced for our 
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transgressions, he was crushed for our iniquities; the punishment that brought us peace 

was on him, and by his wounds we are healed.”  This passage was written many years 3

before but was finally fulfilled by the death of Christ. It details the price of our sin, real, 

human suffering and death was required.  Through Christ bodily death we are brought 4

healing, represented by the tree of life in the bottom right-hand side of the drawing.

    It is also significant to the drawing that the words “It is finished” seem to be created 

from Christ’s blood. I wanted to highlight the blood because it shows Christ’s humanity, 

but only His holy, untainted blood could redeem us. He had to be both fully God and 

fully man. In Mere Christianity, C.S. Lewis puts it this way, “But supposing God became 

a man - suppose our human nature which can suffer and die was amalgamated with 

God's nature in one person - then that person could help us.  He could surrender His 

will, and suffer and die, because He was man; and He could do it perfectly because He 

was God.”  Another example of Jesus being the only one who could fulfill the promises 5

that God had made to His people since the Fall. 

     I hope that this drawing conveys the tragedy, but also the wonder and victory of the 

death of Christ as the fulfillment of the Old covenant and the bridge to the New. 

 Isaiah 53:53

Jamieson, Robert, and A. R. Fausset. A Commentary, Critical and Explanatory, on the Whole 4

Bible.
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